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ANNE ACTS
FOR CANCER
PATIENTS

Anne Main MP tables Health amendment
and a Bill to benefit cancer patients

A hard hitting Public Accounts
Committee report highlighted the
woeful lack of take-up of financial

benefits for those suffering from
terminal cancer. Prior to the
publication of this report, Anne,
who lost her first husband to

cancer, had already tabled an
amendment to the Health Bill in an
attempt to ensure the rapid delivery
of benefits to the terminally ill.

Since being elected Anne has:

B Asked 340 questions

B Participated in 25 debates

B Set up an All Party Marine
Wildlife Environment Group

B Tabled 4 Early Day Motion’s.

Anne is determined to make sure that
terminally ill cancer patients are
automatically made aware of the non-
means tested disability benefits, to
which they are entitled.

These unclaimed benefits,
estimated by Macmillan Cancer
Relief at over £100 million in a six
month period, can alleviate hardship
and make a huge difference to the
quality of life for the terminally ill and
their families.

Anne said, “I know from personal
experience that nobody takes
responsibility for telling patients of their
entitlements at this difficult time.
Because there never seems to be the
right moment to broach this sensitive

ABOVE: Anne and fundraisers handing
over donations to Keech Cottage
Children’s Hospice.

subject too often patients are denied,
through ignorance, valuable benefits
that would ease their lives. These
benefits cannot be reclaimed
retrospectively and | am trying to
ensure by my amendment that the
information is given swiftly and
appropriately and not in the rather
haphazard way it is now. | was
disappointed that due to the smoking
debate, my amendment was not
called, but I am pressing the House of
Lords to try and reinstate it, | have also
tabled a Bill to highlight this issue.”

WORKING IN PARLIAMENT

‘l am pleased that my constituents
take the time to contact me on a
regular basis and | am trying to
bring many of their concerns to the
attention of the Government.

I have highlighted the unfair funding
system that often disadvantages our
local Councils, leading to increases for

our council tax payers. | have been
pressing for greater focus on the
welfare of vulnerable elderly people
who often get forgotten, and have
called for a Bill of Rights to ensure
they get a good quality of care. | have
opposed ID Cards and supported the
smoking ban.’

K styony voice for Jt Albans Constituency



Anne Main asked to join the
Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister Select Committee

The Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister — the ODPM - covers issues
such as housing, infrastructure,
sustainable communities, green belt
and many environmental issues, as
well as licensing, mobile phone
masts and airport expansion.

Currently the Committee is looking
at the Government’s proposals for

ABOVE: Anne questioning the Deputy
Prime Minister at the Committee

many thousands of new houses;
several thousand of which will be in
and around our constituency.

In the Committee recently, Anne
challenged John Prescott about his
ability to deliver his vision for massive
house development and sustainable
communities.

Anne said, ‘So far | have not heard
a convincing argument that supports
the view that we can build thousands of
houses without damaging our
environment and depleting our already
scant water resources. | have major
concerns about our current
infrastructure deficit and our ability to
keep building in this already densely
populated area. We have a valuable
green belt which protects us from urban
sprawl, and | know my constituents
expect me to speak up on their behalf
about their concerns on this matter, and
| have already made some forceful
points challenging this project.’

Child Tax Benefit Concerns

Constituents regularly approach
Anne in her advice surgeries with
concerns about the Child Tax credit

system. Many claimants have been

overpaid, but then demands are

made to re-pay the money, money

that has already been spent,

causing severe financial hardship.
Just before Christmas she

managed to secure a repayment to
one such constituent, but this
continues to be an ongoing concern.
If you have had problems with Child
Tax Credit, then contact Anne and let
her know. Anne may be able to help,
but it is also essential to have more
evidence to continue pushing the
Government to review the system.

MP Supports renewable energy

The Renewable Energy site on
Egg Farm Lane, in Kings Langley
is a leader in environmentally
sustainable energy, and welcomes
visits from local schools to come
and see its 0% emissions offices
and self-sufficient site.

Anne said, “It was interesting to
see the work being done here using
clean, sustainable, renewable sources
of energy. It is vital that we do all we

can to reduce pollution, and address
the problems of climate change.
Global warming is a pressing issue;
| would like to see it being made tax
efficient to install environmentally
friendly features on all new build
housing, at the moment there is no
incentive to adopt these measures.

I will be pressing for this in Parliament
and urging fellow MPs to visit this site

and see the benefits for themselves.”

MP Sees Effects of
Hemel Hempstead
Explosions

Following the disastrous fire in
December, at the Buncefield Fuel
Depot, Anne visited a local turkey
farmer, Mr Hall, of Chiswell Green.
She saw the devastation caused to
his flock of free range turkeys, who
died as a result of panic and stress,
caused by the loud explosion and
tremors affecting his outbuildings.
Anne said, “| visited Mr Hall who
was concerned about the environmental
impact on his only water source, a local
well, fortunately | obtained official
assurances that he would not suffer
pollution to his water supply. It appears
that our local Council will also have to
monitor the effects on water courses for
many years to come at council tax
payers’ expense. Hertfordshire County
Council is also facing an additional
£2.7million bill. Our firemen did a
brilliant job in swiftly extinguishing the
fire, but | have asked the Minister for
additional funding to prevent this from
impacting on future Council Tax bills.”

ABovE: Anne Main at RES being shown a Heat
transference system on her visit to the site.



BELOw: Anne meets with a delegation from St Albans
to discuss the issues surrounding Fair Trade.

Listening to
the Lobbyists

Anne is keen to listen to the views of her
constituents and people who lobby for
local issues.

BELOW: Anne Visiting
Cancer Research UK stall
in Parliament who were
lobbying to promote
healthier lifestyles and
Cancer Awareness.

ABovE: Anne Main MP meets
with representatives who will
be promoting the new Butterfly
World Project in St Albans, a
multi-million pound investment
project that will benefit the
environment, local tourism and
education.

LEFT: Meeting with the
Amicus Health Union
lobbying the Government
about cuts in health
service provision and job
URTLITRVIT LT CR LN ETET I |osses. She later went on
an issue with Anne at to meet with constituents
Parliament then call her who were worried about

office on 020 7219 8270 the future of the health
service in St Albans.

NEWS in Brief

HOSPITAL FUNDING CONCERNS

Local PCT’s have massive debt problems;
Anne meets regularly with the Primary Care
Trusts that cover Hospitals used by her
constituents.

Anne is concerned that these debts are being
addressed by cutting local services, such as the
maternity unit and acute ward at Hemel, the St
Julian mental health ward, cut backs in Sexual
Health provision at St Albans, and the loss of
certain services at the QEII.

Anne said “I know other local MP’s are also
concerned about proposals for our local hospitals. |
have recently had assurances from Sarah Shaw,
Director of Strategy for West Herts that there is a
commitment to maintaining good hospital services
at the St Albans City Hospital site. However, a
working document, prepared by the West Herts
Hospital Trust, as recently as 2005, has come to
light, showing that the City site was still a possibility
for sale. Until | have had reassurances in black and
white | will keep campaigning for our City Hospital.”

SEE FOR YOURSELF SAYS ANNE

In a Parliamentary Debate on the new 24-hour
licensing laws, Anne invited Secretary of
State, Tessa Jowell, to visit St Albans, to see
exactly what the extended drinking hours
meant for residents in St Albans City centre.

Local MP Anne Main said, “St Albans is one
of the places most likely to suffer from the new
licensing laws. Hearing about the effects second
hand is no substitute for the Secretary of State
seeing it with her own eyes.”

ANNE LAUNCHES ALL PARTY
WILDLIFE GROUP

Anne has gathered support on a cross party
basis for this All Party Group, whose purpose
will be to highlight the plight of marine
mammals, champion an anti-whaling cause
and to promote the protection of marine
wildlife and their habitat.

Anne, who will chair the group, said, “This is
an issue which is close to my heart. | am
disappointed that in this day and age the barbarity
of whaling still persists and that we, at our peril,
are damaging the fragile eco-system that
supports our marine wildlife. This Group will raise
the profile of marine wildlife and related issues.”

NOISE NUISANCE HOTLINE

Following the change in the Licensing Law,
the Council has set up a 24 hour noise
nuisance hotline that will enable residents to
report noisy and rowdy incidents.

Anne, who opposed inappropriate licensing
and anti-social behaviour, is encouraging her
constituents to make use of this new service and
report noise nuisance so that badly run premises
can be closed down, or their licenses reviewed.

Noise Nuisance Hotline: 07770 701720




Anne Main MP

Out & About in the Constituency

LEFT: Anne supports Women’s
sports at the Ladies Six
Nations England Vs
Wales match at the
Old Albanian

Rugby Club.

BELOW: Anne drawing the charity
raffle at the Three Hammers in aid
of Macmillan and Keetch Cottage

BELOW: Congratulating Loreto College
students, at the House of Commons,
for winning second prize in a national

Hospice. competition on Climate Change.
ABOVE: Talking to guests at
the Christmas Thank You party
organised by Anne at the House of
Commons for St Albans volunteers and
community workers.
BELOW: Anne enjoying a conversation
with a Verulam House resident, Jack,
BELOW: Anne attending planting of who lives at the only care home in St
Abbeyfield Rose, at the Quaker Albans which offers nursing care.
garden, with the Bishop of St Albans.
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ABOVE: Accepting the wheel chair
challenge on behalf of local disabled
residents to test out accessibility in
and around St Albans city centre
shops and tourist attractions.

w¥ty How to contact
Anne Main vpP

Member of Parliament for St Albans

House of Commons, Constituency Office:

Westminster, London 104 High Street, London Colney,
SW1A 0AA St. Albans, Herts
Tel: 020 7219 8270 AL2 1QL

Fax: 020 7219 3058 Tel: 01727 825100
Email: maina@parliament.uk Fax: 01727 828404

Should you need my help or want to discuss a matter of concern to

you, get in touch. | would be pleased to hear from you. | hold regular
surgeries — to book an appointment just call 01727 825100.
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