
From Anne Main MP for St. Albans

STD on the increase
Anne discovered that sexually
transmitted diseases were on the
increase both nationally and locally,
with an increase in HIV incidences of
1,500% in Hertfordshire alone, yet
funding and services were being cut.
Meeting regularly with consultant Dr Pat
Munday over several months, Anne was
told about frozen posts and lack of
funding. Sadly Dr Munday eventually
resigned in protest at the proposed level
of service cuts.

Anne wrote to the Secretary of State
for Health, asked numerous
Parliamentary questions about funding
levels, and raised it directly with the
Minister during a debate in Parliament.
After Anne’s lobbying and work behind

the scenes, at the final hour the Clinic
was given a small reprieve. Now posts
at the Sexual Health clinic have been
unfrozen and funding restored.

Red House Hospital
The Red house Hospital, well used by
local residents and earmarked closure,
has now been given a temporary stay of
execution. This followed pressure from
over 2,000 local residents who marched
against the cuts. The march to save Red
House Hospital was headed by Anne
Main and the Mayors of Harpenden and
St Albans.

Anne said; “We cannot allow this
salami slicing of local health provision
to continue or patients will suffer. Local
people want good local services, and I

will do everything in my power to
support staff and residents. The litany
of cuts, job losses and cost-saving
announcements this year are a matter of
growing concern in St Albans, and
Hertfordshire as a whole. I will continue
to press both the Government and the
Trusts to provide the best possible
health care for residents. Together we
have won a few small victories, but not
the battle.”

Autumn 2006

Following announcements by the local Primary Care Trust of cuts
to funding, jobs and services, Anne has pledged to keep up the
pressure to retain the best local health care service possible.
Pressure by residents, and support from Anne, has delivered some
small victories, but much is still threatened.
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Debts and Cuts THE FACTS & FIGURES

Anne Main fights
health cuts

HOSPITAL PROTEST | Anne and local
St Albans Councillors join 2,000 local
residents on a march to protest against
local health cuts.

■ Funding cuts have led to reduction in
mental health services and the closure
St Julian’s ward St Albans with a loss of
twenty two beds.

■ In June 2006  Nick Carver, Chief
Executive of the East and North Herts
NHS Trust, admitted that there was
growing uncertainty over the new
‘Super Hospital’ in Hatfield. Debts were

limiting the business case; so the £500
million package that was to pay for the
new hospital may now be as little as
£300 million, reducing the ‘Super
Hospital’ to little more than a District
General Hospital.

■ Out Patient Services in St Albans are to
be cut to just four days a week, a
move described as “challenging” by

the chief executive, possibly leading to
a gap in services, longer waiting lists,
and less referrals.

■ The Trust also announced that it would
need to find further savings of £8.4m
this year, bringing the total savings
that the Trust needs to find up to
£18m. The trust proposals for savings
included up to 750 job losses.
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Anne Main MP for St Albans

Anne has been fighting the
proposed 3.5msq ft rail freight
interchange on the former Radlett
Aerodrome green belt site.
HelioSlough have now submitted
their planning application to St
Albans District Council and Anne
has supported her constituents in
opposing the proposals.  

Anne has, met with residents and
action groups and already raised the
issue a number of times in Parliament.
Anne asked Jack Straw, the Leader of
the House, to allocate Government time
to debate the issue of rail freight sites.
Anne also plans to lead a debate herself
about this proposal and its effects on St
Albans, she has also invited the
Secretary of State for Transport to visit
St Albans and meet residents.

Anne said
“This will be a
massive
development,
with 24hour
trains, 3,000
extra lorries
and over 2,000
extra cars. I
believe that it

will not only impact on Park Street
village and the surrounding area but
on St Albans as a whole. It will alter
St Albans from a pleasant City,
known for its history and culture, to
one that will be associated with rail
freight; I will oppose it at every level.”

If you oppose this plan please
make your objections known to St
Albans Council by writing to the
Planning Department. 

Anne has already received in the
past few weeks over 600 letters
from constituents opposing this
massive development.
To find out more about Anne’s
campaign against the proposal, or
to sign up to the on-line petition
visit www.no2railfreight.com

RAILFREIGHT MEETING | Anne
discusses issues at Rail Freight
consultation meeting with the
plans outlined below.

Buncefield 
–the legacy?
Since the explosion that rocked the
Buncefield fuel depot, causing a
fire that took days to get under
control and extinguish, environ-
mental and planning concerns
have surfaced. Anne agrees with
experts that there are still many
questions that need answering.

In a Parliamentary debate on the
19th of July about Buncefield, Anne
stressed that there were still question
marks over the environmental impact
of the fire fighting operation. These
included questions about the
chemicals, specifically PFOS, used to
create foam to extinguish the fire.
Indeed, it has since been discovered
that these chemicals have entered the
water table, and now there are
questions about what the potential
long-term damage might be.

ANNE SPEAKS OUT | Anne raises the
environmental concerns in Buncefield.

Anne said, “The impact upon the
environment of this disaster is
enormous but also ongoing. It will
continue to have huge cost
implications. To ensure public safety
we must remain vigilant. After all, the
Government was in the process of
trying to ban this chemical at the
time of the fire. 

“Studies show PFOS does not
degrade and can build up over a period
of time. My local council seems to think
there will be financial implications from
this fire for years to come, so we must
ask who is to pick up the bill. 

“What support will we receive in the
long-term and what lessons have been
learnt about the cause of the incident
and the location of these storage
depots so close to residential areas? 
I will continue to press for answers.”

Thousands of residents in St
Albans use the train to commute
into London everyday. Other
residents use the train service for
hospital visits, shopping, social
visits and part time work. 

Inevitably the recent hikes in fares
and the change in restrictions for off-
peak travel dealt a heavy blow to many
train users. These changes mean that
those with an off-peak ticket can now
only travel back out of London Kings
Cross much later in the evening.

In a meeting Anne held with First
Capital Connect (FCC) the Chief
Executive, Elaine Holt, defended their
decision to make the changes by
claiming that it would enable them to
provide a much better service. These
promised improvements have not yet
been forthcoming.

On the 19th of July, one of the

hottest days in history, commuters
faced serious overcrowding on the 8:44
service into London. One commuter
even went so far as to describe it as
‘nearing third-world conditions’ in the
sweltering heat. Anne once again
complained to Ms Holt who apologised
for the poor service. Under pressure,
following a series of frank meetings
with Anne about the service, Ms Holt
agreed a few concessions. 

Anne has organised a public meeting
for the 9th of November at Marlborough
school. Anne said “I encourage all St
Albans residents with an interest or
questions about the service being
provided by FCC to come along to the
meeting. We need longer trains and an
improved service, FCC has agreed a
carnet ticket service and a review of the
fare structure, but it must deliver on its
promises it made to the travelling public.”

First Capital Connect 
agrees to answer its critics

St Albans – Railfreight City?
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To contact Anne call 020 7219 8270

Would you like a Parliamentary Tour
with your Member of Parliament?
Anne is keen to meet with as many groups as possible and she
encourages them to visit Parliament and share their views and
experiences. Call her parliamentary office on 020 7219 8270 to book.

News in Brief
Napsbury Update
After a series of meetings with
the police, residents and Council
about anti-social behaviour, lack
of facilities and the unadopted
roads Anne feels some progress
has been made.

The local police are now working
closely with residents to prevent anti
social behaviour and the Council has
promised to renew its efforts to get
Crest Nicholson to deliver community
facilities and finish off the estate at
which point roads can be adopted.

Telford Court Celebrates
Anne was delighted to celebrate
this summer the opening of the
community garden at Telford
Court flats.

This garden, developed with the help
of the Groundwork Trust and the hard
work of the Residents Association, was a
fitting tribute to the vision of residents
fighting against anti-social behaviour at
the flats. Now residents can enjoy a
pleasant and safe community area.

Speeding in Bedmond 
After complaints from concerned
residents Anne wrote to
Hertfordshire County Highways
urging an investigation into
speeding in the Church Hill area.

Rob Smith – Assistant Director for
Transport Management gave Anne the
latest information. Bedmond has now
been moved up to 6th place on the
Three Rivers works schedule, an
improvement of one place. In
response to concerns about frequent
speeding a “Speed and Volume” survey
will be undertaken soon and the
police have been informed of Anne’s
ongoing concerns on this issue. 

Elderly Care Debate
This year marks the Golden
Jubilee of Abbey field Care homes
a company based in St Albans.

Anne is investigating and raising
issues surrounding care for the elderly
in a debate at the start of the new
parliament. How we care for the
elderly is a big concern for many
families, with many vulnerable elderly
people failing to get the care and
benefits due to them. If you have a
particular concern about care for the
elderly please let Anne know.

Harperbury Hospital 
This Green belt site is due to
undergo massive development; with
a proposed residential development
of up to 416 dwellings, including
key worker homes.

There is a proposed sports pavilion,
soccer pitches, cricket facilities and
convenience store. Coupled with this
large development in the green belt is a
new “forensic mental health ward” a
secure mental health unit which will be
a security grade below Broadmore.
Anne is liaising with residents on this
matter and we will keep you informed
about any developments.

Working in
Parliament
■ Working on your behalf, to lobby

against Japanese whaling
ambitions, I visited numerous
Embassies and High
Commissions including the host
country of International Whaling
Conference, St Kitts and Nevis.

■ I have met with an influential
pressure group to try to get fair
funding for children’s hospices. 

■ I have spoken out for the
protection of vulnerable adults
and children. 

■ I continue to raise issues
surrounding inappropriate
development and the
environmental damage. 

■ I have asked for more funding
for health services in St Albans.

TOP: Local Residents Group visit
Parliament to raise issues.

MIDDLE: Parentline Plus, a local parent
support group visited Parliament to
present to MPs details of their projects.

BOTTOM: Local charity MIND and clients
meet with Anne to lobby for fairer
treatment for mental health sufferers.

Since being elected Anne has:

■ Spoken in 35 debates
■ Asked 464 Questions in

Parliament
■ Signed 251 Early Day Motions. 
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If you would like Anne to meet with your local community group please get in touch on 01727 825100

Why not take a look at
Anne’s website?
www.annemain.com
The website gives useful information about
what Anne is doing to represent you:

■ Press Releases ■ Latest Campaigns
■ Surgery Info. ■ Contact Details
■ Photo Gallery ■ St Albans News

ALBAN FUN RUN 2006 | Supporting
the St Albans Fun Run.

FOOTBALL LAUNCH | Celebrating
the launch of the Football Club with
Fleetville School.

CREDIT UNION | Anne Main at St
Bernadette’s RC School launching the
Credit Union’s Saving Money School
Initiative with the Market Theatre Group.


