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Licensing
Misery - MIP
vows to Act

Anne Main MP makes the fight against anti-social behaviour
and binge drinking one of her ‘main’ priorities

The new Licensing Act is already
causing misery in and around St
Albans. Meetings with the local
police team and the Chief Constable
Frank Whitely have highlighted
policing concerns as pubs and clubs
push for longer opening hours and
police resources will be stretched.
Residents and action groups are
turning to Anne to help them fight
inappropriate licensing applications.
Anne has consistently opposed this

Act and warned over two years ago that
the Council would be deluged with
applications that would potentially
cause misery for residents.

“St Albans District Council, like many
through out the land has been landed
with a rush of applications to extend
opening hours. | am disappointed that
even as the MP | am not deemed an
“interested party” and under the Act
| cannot voice my concerns over
contentious licensing applications.

My local police team tell me that they
fear front line policing will be stretched
too far and something must give. This
Act is ill-conceived and like many other
like-minded MP’s | shall be pushing to
put forward a parliamentary device
known as “praying” to try to stop this
license to binge ruining St Albans.”

ABOVE: Anne goes on patrol with the
local constabulary to see first hand
some of the effects of the new
Licensing Act in St Albans

Anne Main MP focuses on concerns of

St Albans Residents in her maiden speech
A Main, th tl

w eI:rc];fed T\Illrl; f0|fa Srte Zelgar{s,
made her ‘maiden speech’

to the House of Commons
back in May this year.

serving St Albans and repeated concerns
over planning issues and crime.

After making her speech Anne
commented that as the local MP she is
fully committed to taking a stand on all

Anne Main is sworn in at the House of

Commons as the new member for St Albans.

In her speech, she urged the chamber to
learn from the history of St Albans and
build truly sustainable communities. She

also told them of the concerns facing local
people including the budget deficits which

will close an acute services department

these issues and being an MP for
everyone in St Albans.

Since being elected Anne has:
B Asked 54 questions
B Participated in 6 debates
B Attended 70% of votes.

K stvong voice for St Albans Coustituency
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New plans to
protect Green Belt

Anne Main was one
of twelve MP’s who
were instrumental
in bringing forward
a Private Members
Bill, presented by
fellow Hertfordshire
MP Mark Prisk.

The Bill seeks new
protective powers
for England’s Green
Belts, and
strengthens the
protection of Green
Belt land and has
received cross
party support.

Two years ago Deputy Prime Minister, Mr John Prescott, changed
the rules so that Green Belt land could be developed, if land
elsewhere was designated Green Belt to replace it.

Anne Main said, ‘The Government’s policies have turned Green
Belts into ‘elastic bands’ stretching to allow ever more development.
But the Government’s policy of re-designating other areas as Green
Belt, whilst building on current Green Belt, does not respect the role
of the Green Belt which protects our rural and village environments.’

The Bill has cross party support, and is also backed by the
Campaign to protect Rural England. Anne Main intends to seek
public support, by petition, before the Bill's second reading next year.

ABoVE: Anne fighting against railfreight terminal
being built on Green Belt land.
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Save our Vitamin
supplements says MP

Anne, along with fellow MP
Chris Grayling and manager
of the Holland and Barrett
| store, Jill, (pictured left) are
8| campaigning to resist the
implementation of the EU
vitamin directive which Anne
and many other MPs believe
&9 will see everyday food

| supplements being removed
M from our shelves. Further
rules governing strengths
could see such simple
+ remedies as high dose
d vitamin C being scrapped.

ANNE FIGHTS
TO KEEP
HEALTHCARE
LOCAL

Large budget deficits in local PCT’s
has seen increasing fears over the
state of health care provision in

St Albans, Anne has stepped forward
to fight against the dangerous
weakening of the Health Service in
Hertfordshire.

Anne has said of the current cuts under
discussion, “I cannot ignore the concerns
facing the local health services. Many of these
cuts may have a damaging effect on the health
provision for St Albans residents, and | have
pledged to do everything in my power to
ensure that residents here in my constituency
have access to the best possible health care.”

Anne has already had many meetings with
the cash strapped Primary Care Trusts, the
Strategic Health Authority, and other
interested parties.

Anne said, “The building of a hospital such
as the one in Hatfield is a great thing for
Hertfordshire, but not at the expense of
St Albans health care. It is wrong that in a
cost saving exercise, and in anticipation of a
new hospital that local health services are
being cut.”

CSA Concerns

Anne’s surgery is regularly attended
by constituents who find themselves
caught up in a muddle with the CSA.

If you are still assessed under the old
system or find problems with non recognition
of shared parenting orders etc then let Anne
know as she is trying to build up a dossier of
information on the subject. The system
appears to be a mess and we need to get a
sense of how badly local residents are being
affected.

ANNE HAS ALREADY ASKED A QUESTION

IN THE HOUSE ABOUT THE STATE OF THE
CSA SYSTEM.




Supporting
the
‘Supporters’

Anne has always been keen

on supporting groups that help
others in the Community.

Here she is pictured visiting
several such groups in her
constituency.

ToP: Anne visits the Carers Fair at
the Arena in St Albans to discuss
the services available to those
caring for the elderly and infirm.

SECOND FROM TOP: Anne
Main visits the local
Emmaus Community to find
out how the issue of
homelessness is tackled the
Emmaus way. They have
recently received an award
as Investors in People.

SECOND FROM BOTTOM: Anne
discusses the important role
of the local Citizens Advice
Bureau with the staff and
hears how she can help them
push for access to services and
justice for local people.

BoTTOM: Anne attended an Awards
ceremony, at County Hall, to
honour carers in Herts.
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ouse
ospice

Local MP, Anne Main,
recently visited the Grove
House Hospice in St Albans.

The invitation was extended
by Mark Lister, Chief Executive
of the Hospice, to discuss
issues of funding, and as a
chance for Anne to find out
about the vital services that
they provide.

Anne Main said: “It is terrible
that somewhere offering such
vital services is struggling to
continue their good work due to
a lack of funding. Hospices such
as Grove House are a vital part
of the healthcare community
and need to be given the
funding to continue providing

ABOVE: Anne talks to Grove House
Hospice patient Audrey.

support and care to cancer
sufferers and their families.”

A promised increase in
NHS funding has not been
delivered; Grove House only
has one year left on their
current funding and are hoping
to get a new 3 year funding
commitment to allow them to
continue providing the support
needed by sufferers of
terminal diseases in St Albans
and the district.

NEWS in Brief

DRUG CARE IN ST ALBANS
Local police have seen a rise in the incidents
of category A drugs, such as crack cocaine,
as well as softer drugs such as cannabis on
our streets.

Anne visited Drug Care, a registered charity, in
St Albans to hear how they are helping local
registers to put people fighting addictions back on
their feet. Anne said, “With more people needing
help and treatment | fully support greater funding
being allocated to this sort of facility. We cannot
rely too heavily on charities to fund the
Government’s treatment orders.”

WATER, WATER-EVERYWHERE?
Anne is pressing the Government to show it
has assessed the impact of supplying water
for the planned thousands of new houses in
our area without ruining our environment.
Asking a series of detailed questions she is
trying to find out the true impact of the extra water
demands. “Our region is characterised as one of
the driest in the country with one of the highest per
capita usages of water. It is vital we do the thinking
on this and get it right. | still have many unanswered
questions that | will pursue.” Anne added.

FIRE CONTROL REGIONALISATION
Anne joined other local MP’s expressing
concern about the out of county
regionalisation of the control service.

Anne said; “Whilst our firemen do an excellent
job, it is of concern that local knowledge is often
vital to getting fire services directed to the scene
promptly. Bigger is not always better and | will
keep a watching brief on the situation.

FACT-FINDING IN BRUSSELS

In September Anne went on a short fact-

finding mission to Brussels with fellow MP’s.
They were briefed on the role that Brussels

plays in British Politics. Anne said, ‘It was

surprising to learn that nearly 70 percent of all

laws that apply to Britain are decided up in

Brussels and then simply delegated to Britain.

| shall be endeavouring to monitor extremely

closely the impact that the EU has on Britain.’

THAMESLINK - NO END IN SIGHT
Recently Anne met with Minister Derek Twigg
to discuss progress on the Thameslink station
situation.

“In a nutshell there is no progress, no timetable
for progress and the box under St Pancras remains
a white elephant.” said Anne after the meeting,

“I shall be asking the Home Secretary to instruct his
minister to at least set time scales for his staff to
deliver reports on this matter. With the 2012
Olympic project he should be prioritising the work to
be completed by then at the very least” said Anne.



Anne Main MP

Out & About in the Constituency

RIGHT: Anne, pictured with Headmistress
Sue King of Battlefield Road St Albans
lends her support to the launch of the
Chrysalis School for Autism.

LEFT: Anne admires lan Getly’s prize
winning carrots at the St Stephen’s
Horticulture Society Awards day.

BELOW: Anne learns more
about CAMRA's campaign
at the very successful .

. LEFT: Anne
St Albans Beer Festival. visits Nature

. Kids, an
organisation
offering
specialist
teaching in
St Albans

BELOW: Anne samples the
treatments on offer at Age
Concern's Healthy Living Day.

BELOW: Anne joins in
the fun at Macmillian RIGHT: Anne with the
Cancer Relief’s Hearing Dogs for the
‘Pamper Evening'. Deaf Charity.
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